[Topographic diagnosis of true posterior infarction. Comparison of the vectorcardiogram and myocardial scintigraphy].
The aims of this comparative study by vectorcardiography and myocardial scintigraphy in the topographical analysis of primary inferior and/or posterior wall infarction, were: to obtain data confirming the value of identifying true posterior wall infarction; to confirm the diagnostic value of vectorcardiography in this condition. The patients in this retrospective study were admitted to hospital for primary inferior and/or posterior wall infarction and underwent vectorcardiography and myocardial scintigraphy either with Thallium 201 (137 patients) or 99m Technetium (88 patients) in the acute phase. The scintigraphies of all patients included showed hypofixation compatible with inferior and/or posterior infarction as this was used as the topographical reference. The results of vectorcardiography and myocardial scintigraphy were concordant in 164 of the 225 patients (72.8%), 18 with true posterior infarction [%), 110 with inferior wall infarction (48.8%) and 36 with postero-inferior wall infarction (16%). The results were discordant in 61 patients (27.1%); infarcts of the inferior or posterior walls according to one technique, were observed on the posterior or inferior walls with the other. The majority of these cases had postero-inferior wall changes on vectorcardiography and inferior wall infarction alone on scintigraphy (35 patients: 15.5%). The specificity of the vectorcardiographic signs of true posterior wall infarction remained satisfactory.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)